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“I can’t say enough how 
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and so many people giving 

their time to SCOR’s Holland 

program. It has made a huge 
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on our entire family.” 
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SCOR Gives Back 
 
Welcome back to SCOR News, a seasonal publication for the SCOR 
community. Titled “SCOR Gives Back,” this issue showcases the 
people and organizations that give time and resources to SCOR and 
highlights the positive role we play in the community. 

If you are already giving your time to SCOR, thank you! If you would 
like to get more involved, I encourage you to attend a meeting or our 
Board of Directors (held the first Monday of every month).  

I hope you enjoy SCOR News. If you have any feedback or sugges-
tions for future issues, please reach out to me directly.  

Tim Benedict, SCOR News Editor  
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“This is just one of the many 

examples of the community 

spirit we see as part of 

Ridgefield and SCOR.” 

  - Shawn McGrath 

SCOR Remembers: Annual Tournaments Honor 

Lost Members of SCOR Family 

Ryan Meegan RHS Alumni Game Grows in Second Year 

The second annual Ryan Mee-
gan Memorial Ridgefield High 
School Alumni Game was held 
on August 12 at Tiger Hollow  
in Ridgefield. The annual game 
was initiated last year to honor 
the 2013 RHS graduate and 
member of the 2013 RHS Var-
sity Soccer State Champion 
team who was lost in a tragic 
automobile accident in 2015. 
“Ryan had an undeniable loving 
character that created an envi-
ronment conducive to winning,” 
said SCOR director of coaching 
Phil Bergen. “He had a bright 
future ahead of him.” 

Bergen credits Ryan’s parents John and Kerry for taking ownership 
of this event and managing all the details for making it a continued 
success. He also wanted to thank RHS Athletic Director Dane 
Street for providing the field space and facilities for the Game. This 
year there were about the same number of forty or so RHS alumni 
but many more family, friends, fans and members of the SCOR 
community in the stands to enjoy the game and honor Ryan. 
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Pass It On! 
Peace Passers program collects 

soccer jerseys for needy kids 

around the world. 

SCOR Remembers: Ryan Meegan continued. 

According to Phil the game competitive yet fun quite social. “It was  
therapeutic for participants and spectators and great to see so many 
returning alumni for the second year. Both teams left the field with a 
great sense of appreciation having taken part in this event.” He ex-
pects the event to continue for many years to come. “We look for-
ward to this annual event to remind us of Ryan, his character and all 
the other friendships built here in Ridgefield over the years.” 
 

Rec Plus Division Gears Up for Second Annual 
Justin Cowen Memorial Tournament November 11 

Justin Cowen loved sports and was excited to be part of his SCOR 5
-6 boys Rec Plus team when his family moved to Ridgefield from 
New Jersey in the Spring of 2015. It was shortly after the beginning 
of the Spring season, however, that Justin’s health problems began 
when a tumor was found on his neck. In July, Justin was diagnosed 
with Osteosarcoma, a form of bone cancer. Tragically, he lost his 
courageous battle with the disease in the summer of 2016.   

At this time, SCOR 5-6 boys division di-
rector Dan Collins and Upper House ex-
ecutive director Steve Harrington ap-
proached the Cowens about having a 
tournament in Justin’s honor. With the full 
support of Ronee, Tom and Brandon 
Cowen and the SCOR Board with special 
assists from Dan Collins, Sarah Katz, Na-
dia Mihali and countless others, they set 
up an event  to raise awareness for Oste-
osarcoma and funds for Justin’s Smile, a 
charity set up by the Cowen’s to fund Os-
teosarcoma research. “We chose the 7-8 
boys tournament (many were friends and 
former teammates of Justin) on an Octo-
ber afternoon when all three Ridgefield teams were scheduled to 
play at home,” said Harrington.  “A team from Wilton also joined. We 
selected the windiest, rainiest day that fall, but it didn’t dampen any-
one’s enthusiasm and we had a great turnout.” 

The tournament raised approximately $3,500 for research and 
helped the SCOR community and Justin’s friends and family honor 
his memory. “The money went to a charity with a triple-matching pro-
gram,” said Harrington. “So about $10,000 was raised to battle oste-
osarcoma in two hours.” Most importantly, the tournament helped put 
a face to childhood cancer, a deadly disease, underfunded and with 
limited treatment options relative to most forms of adult cancer. 

Plans are underway to hold the second annual tournament on Satur-
day, November 11. Harrington is working with the SCOR Board and  
RHS Rec Plus teams to plan it. “Many of Justin’s classmates are 
now in 9th grade and we felt the tournament would mean more to 
them,” said Harrington. “We are envisioning a round robin tourna-
ment with our two high school boys and one girls team, or may mix 
up the teams as a co-ed tournament.” Reach out to Steve if you 
would like to give your time or donate food, drinks or raffle items. 

 

Ridgefielder and SCOR volunteer 
Anne Uecker has been spreading 
the word about PEACE PASSERS, 
an organization that collects old soc-
cer uniforms ands ships them 
around the world to kids in need. 

If you have old uniforms lying 
around, please look for the orange 
collection bags for each team during 
the first few weeks of practice, or 
reach out directly to Anne. For those 
teams that collect enough shirts, 
there is the possibility that they will 
be able to form sister teams.  

You can read more about what 
Peace Passers does on their web-
site: http://peacepassers.org/ 

If you have any questions please 
send an email to Anne. 

SCOR runs on its army of volunteers. 
Countless activities, often invisible and 
on short notice, make  Ridgefield soc-
cer run smoothly. 

Recently, SCOR VP of Fields Shawn 
McGrath had a problem; four brand 
new 24 foot goals had arrived at Veter-
ans Park, but nets needed stringing. “It 
was Friday morning and I was out of 
town so reached out for help,” said 
McGrath. “By the afternoon,  several 
House teams stopped their practices 
on VP to string the nets.” 

McGrath thanked House coaches Phil 
Tidbury, John Dunphy and Aaron Tap-
pan and the 7-8 boys House players 
who pitched in to get the new goals up 
for weekend play. Two weeks earlier, 
this same group helped move two oth-
er large goals from Onalfo Field to VP. 

“This is just one of the many examples 
of the community spirit we see as part 
of Ridgefield and SCOR,” he added.  

Army of House Volunteers 
Mobilizes on Veterans Park 
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Putting the “R” in SCOR 
Support from local businesses hits all-time high. 

 
How many local businesses currently sponsor SCOR House teams? Take a 
guess; five? ten? The answer may surprise you. This Fall, a record twenty local 
businesses support House teams. From restaurants, to auto dealerships, to 
schools, energy providers, toy stores and even a public relations firm, the diver-
sity and scope of SCOR sponsors is quite impressive.  

Acting director of SCOR sponsorships Anne Uecker has added to the great work 
of fellow volunteer Emily Malagisi who built a strong base of sponsorships last 
Fall and Spring. “Ridgefield has such a vibrant and supportive local business 
community, and we are able to tap into that enthusiasm,” said Uecker. “By es-
sentially covering our cost of jerseys for House, our local sponsors enable us to 
keep program costs low.”  

SCOR would like to thank all of our sponsors this Fall, but in particular the highest level of support came from 
Tooth Fairy Dental, Casey Energy and OrthoConnecticut.  Danbury Audi/VW, Ridgefield Academy, Toy Chest, 
Ridgefield Family Eye Care and Tiger’s Den also came in at very high levels of support. Look for all the colorful 
new shirts and sponsor logos on our players this Fall. (some examples are included below). 

Uecker is also selling tents and team benches and hopes to get more interested sponsors as the season goes 
on. “This sponsorship package is particularly appropriate for our Travel teams,” said Anne. “These teams gen-
erally tend to stay together for multiple seasons, so you can get great exposure for your business by being dis-
played prominently with that team on the sidelines in all their travels around Connecticut and in league tourna-



SCOR Columbus Day Tournament Update 2017 
Annual Fall happening, on for this weekend, draws hundreds of 
volunteers. 

By Emily Mills, VP Travel & Columbus Day Tournament Chair 

 
The SCOR Tournament has been a tradition for our club for 
well over 30 years. This Columbus Day weekend, we will host 
the girls’ teams on Saturday, October 7th and the boys’ teams 
on Sunday, October 8

th
.  We will have at least 85 teams com-

peting over the weekend. This translates to about 915 players 
from other towns and their families coming to Ridgefield.   

This tournament serves as SCOR’s biggest fundraiser and is 
completely run by volunteers.  The steering committee is made 
up of primarily U11 parents, as is the SCOR tradition.  A spe-
cial thank you goes out to this group, that has been working 
long hours in recent months and weeks to make the SCOR 
Tournament a reality: 

In addition to these hard-working committee members, we will 
have close to 300 parent volunteers serving as set up crews, 
field marshals and clean up crews. 

Whether or not you have a player competing this weekend, 

please com out and support our players, our sponsors and our 

community! 

 

Holland Program Turns 10 
It’s been a full decade since Aimee Girvalo 
and Steve Carlson started SCOR’s Hol-
land program as a way for developmental-
ly disabled kids to enjoy the game of soc-
cer. Profiled two years ago in The 
Ridgefield Press, Holland is back for its 
tenth season this Fall. On any given Satur-
day, you can find “Coach Girvalo” and her 
team of volunteers out with the kids at the 
Ridgefield Boys & Girls Club. 

Tanya Gaynor of Ridgefield’s son Joshua, 
now 13 and with Down syndrome, has 
been with Holland since the start. “It has 
been an amazing outlet for Joshua and 
has immensely helped his physical and 
mental development. I can’t say enough 
how much we appreciate Aimee and so 
many people giving their time to Holland. It 
has made a huge impact in Joshua’s life 
and on our entire family.” 

SCOR Scholarship Levels Increase 
 
This year, SCOR granted $5,000 in 
scholarships to deserving Ridgefield High 
School seniors who have made signifi-
cant contributions to SCOR on and off 
the field. This is the highest level of annu-
al scholarships ever awarded, according 
to SCOR Treasurer Kishore Rao. 
 
Rao encourages kids and parents inter-
ested in pursuing or nominating someone 
for a SCOR scholarship, as well as schol-
arships available through the Connecticut 
Junior Soccer Association Southwest Di-
vision (CJSA SWD) to go to the SCOR 
website for more information.  

Position Volunteer 

SCOR President Mark Vanni 

Tournament Chair Emily Mills 

Referee Coordination Aimee Berger-Girvalo 

Marketing Suport Trish Garcia 

Graphic Design Karen Lee 

Shirt Production & Sale Rachel Bender 

Awards Amanda Grant 

Food & Concessions Dennis Bell 

Sponsors Anne Uecker 

Scheduling Tauna Idone 

Fields Assessment Meghan Keane 

Field Setup Sjur Gundersen 

Field Marshalls Beth Yavandetti 

Girl Volunteer Coordinator Paula Ahoy 

Boy Volunteer Coordinator Megan Couri 

U9 (Academy Volunteer Coordinator Julian Trotman, Pat Coakley 

Signs Suzanne Sherter 

General Help Trish Gernert 

Ridgefield Parks & Rec Liaison Shawn McGrath 

https://www.theridgefieldpress.com/55995/holland-program-of-soccer-club/
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Get Involved 

SCOR is always looking 

for volunteers and has 

a wide array of opportu-

nities to get involved. 

Please consider doing 

more for SCOR. Reach 

out to any Board mem-

ber if you are interest-

ed. 

http://www.scor.org 

SCOR News will be back in the 
Spring.  

In the meantime, please contact editor 
Tim Benedict with any feedback or 
story ideas for future issues.  

Enjoy the rest of the Fall season! 

Soccer Club of Ridgefield 

P.O. Box 694 

Ridgefield, CT 06877 

SCOR: Proudly Serving the Ridgefield Community Since 1973 
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